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who was supposed by the other members of the family to have
gone out hunting. The pair was suddenly disturbed by the
return of a real hunting party, and in danger of a discovery.
The lover, to save the lady's reputation, leaps from the win-
dow, and in doing so springs the trigger of his gun. He is
severely wounded, but his cold-hearted mistress, anxious to
save her good name, heeds not his groans, and leaves him to
die without aid. But a fortuitous circumstance reveals to one
person at least her presence in the pavilion, where she had
dropped her bouquet of heather. Since that fatal day she is
yearly reminded of it by the envoi, on its anniversary, of a bou-
quet of heather sent by an unknown hand.
There is an excellent scene in the first act; unfortunately,
it is but too faithful a representation of that which is daily
passing in society, where reputations are slain with the most
inoffensive-looking weapons. Several members of a charitable
society are assembled in Mqdcune de Blossoms salon to discuss
ways and means for the advancement of the interests of that
•society. The praise of the hostess, her piety and charity, form
the chief theme of conversation until the entrance of the Coun-
tess de Clairmont and herdaughter. The countess says at once
she is not brought there by her own will. She comes deputed
by her uncle to announce her daughter's marriage, and invite
Madame de Blossac to join the family, who are that evening
to celebrate the betrothals in the apartments of the marshal.
Here Jfadame de Hlossac learns that the intended husband is
Henri de JRenneveHe, the man whom for five years she has se-
cretly but passionately loved. The shock is terrible. She
seeks to avert it by preventing the marriage, and resorts for
that purpose to tie usual feminine weapon, calumny. The
scene is terribly true to the life.
The poisoned arrow has sped to its destination. Monsieur
de SL Yrieux, one of the persons present, is a friend of the Een-
nevelle family j he thinks it a duty to warn them of the stain
on Jeanne's character, and the result may be anticipated.
This first act is very skillfully written; the dialogue is lively
and witty; the characters are well drawn; the scene of the
slander, sj> delicately insinuated, is particularly good.
The- second and third acts are taken up with the sad conse-

